
Proving Your Central Claim: 

Making a Good Argument 

 
Every good argument includes reasons and evidence. Good arguments also address counterarguments, which 

are disagreements scholars may have with your central claim, your reasons, or your evidence. Each of these 

components of an effective argument will be discussed below.  

 

Reasons 
 

Reasons are statements that explain why your central claim is true. If you write an outline for your paper, the 

reasons will be your main supporting points. In the paper itself, reasons are often written at the beginning of the 

paragraphs. To brainstorm a list of reasons to support your claim, picture someone reading your central claim 

and asking “Why?” or “How do you know?” or saying “Prove it!” 

 

Evidence 

 

Evidence is the facts or data that support each of your reasons. Some examples of persuasive evidence are 

Scripture, the words or ideas of an authority on your topic, and statistics. Be sure to footnote the evidence that 

you use.  

 

Counterarguments 

 

In your research, you will probably find arguments on your topic that you don’t agree with. Mentioning those 

arguments in your paper and then giving reasons why you disagree will strengthen your paper. When you 

include counterarguments, you show that you understand other points of view but still believe your position is 

correct.  

 

 

Organizing your Argument 
 

There are many different ways to structure an argument. As long as your reasons, evidence, and 

counterarguments are presented in a logical manner, the reader will be able to follow your argument easily. 

Here are some tips to keep in mind as you plan your argument:  

 

1.  Don’t discuss more than one reason in a single paragraph. In other words, each paragraph should focus on 

the evidence for just one reason. However, you may sometimes need several paragraphs to explain a particular 

reason.  

 

2. Include evidence for every reason you give. The more evidence you present, the better. However, make sure 

that you are commenting on the evidence throughout your paragraphs; don’t simply write a series of quotations 

or statistics. 

 

3. Counterarguments can be placed after the introduction, before the conclusion, or throughout the paper. If you 

are writing on a controversial topic, you may want to place the counterarguments first to show that you 

understand other sides of the issue. On the other hand, if you have counterarguments for many of your reasons, 

it may be more effective to intersperse them throughout the paper. Putting the counterarguments last in the 

paper allows you to present your argument first and without interruption. Choose the placement that you think 

will be most persuasive for your target audience.  

 

4. When you present a counterargument, always explain why you disagree. Don’t let the counterargument have 

the last word!  


